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CPD CONFERENCE-GOERS CAMP TO CUT COSTS
June 3, 2009 by JoLynne Lyon

Jeff Sheen and his laptop at the KOA in Missoula

When times get tough, the tough get creative.
CPD Training and Development Specialist Jeff Sheen really wanted to attend the Accessible Outdoor Recreation Areas, Programs, and
Facilities workshop last month. So did CPD Research Scientist Keith Christensen. The conference would be a great place to network with
potential partners and learn more about making recreation accessible to everyone. The subject interests them both.
But they did not want to spend a lot of money. Like manyother organizations, the CPD andUtah State University have absorbed some serious
budget cuts.The three‑day conference was in Missoula, Montana, which meant two nights’ hotel stay plus travel costs. Since both men like
camping, they decided it would be funto find out just how cheaply they could travel.
They settled on the Missoula KOA campground. Ithad shower facilities,and at $25 a night it was a real savings over a motel. They further cut
costs by taking a hybrid car from the Utah State University motor pool.
So they attended the conference, sponsored by MonTECH and the Montana Disability and Health Program at the University of Montana Rural
Institute. It was well worth it, Sheen said. The campground had free wi‑fi Internet, which was a real benefit since he could not find a network
to log onto at the conference. He and Christensen played nine‑hole miniature golf on a tiny courseafter hours. And the conference provided
good information and great contacts. "There are some projects that are going to come out of our time there."
"It was a fun first experience," Christensen said. The KOA probably should not be the new standard for university travel, but in the right place
and the right season, he said he'd do it again.
Some of the other conference‑goers were surprised to find out the guys from USU were camping. One offered them her backyard for next
time. "That’d be even cheaper," Sheen said.
For others who might want to stay at a KOASheen leaves this advice: Bring a towel. The campground provides showers but no towels.
Fortunately, he was able to buy one.

